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This  portable  greenhouse  is  attractive,  easily  con- 
structed, and  inexpensive.  Its  roof  slope  approximates 
that  of  a  gothic  arch  extending  from  the  ground  to  the 
ridge.  This  surface  is  steep  enough  to  shed  snow, 
water,  and  debris.  However,  a  large  accumulation  of 
snow  may  pile  up  against  the  sides  and  apply  lateral 
pressure  to  the  plastic  film. 

The  structure  resists  wind  very  well.  A  low-cost 
polyethylene  cover  has  a  service  life  of  3  to  8  months. 
More  expensive  films  last  2'/2  to  3  years  or  even  longer. 
The  film  must  be  securely  fastened  to  the  frame;  and  the 
house  must  be  staked  down  to  prevent  the  wind  from 
blowing  it  away. 

In  late  summer  the  house  can  be  used  as  a  propagat- 
ing frame  by  replacing  the  plastic  film  with  a  lath-type 
snow  fence. 


Two  small  ventilators  at  the  top  of  the  door  provide 
limited  ventilation.  When  more  air  is  needed  on  hot 
days,  the  doors  can  be  opened  or  the  house  can  be 
raised  off  the  ground. 

The  width  (8V2  feet)  allows  space  for  a  walkway  with 
a  row  of  flats  on  each  side,  and  the  height  (7  feet)  allows 
most  people  to  stand  without  touching  the  top.  With 
doors  in  each  end,  several  units  of  this  greenhouse  can 
be  placed  in  a  series,  and  tools  can  be  moved  from 
section  to  section. 

Two  men  can  move  the  greenhouse  short  distances, 
and  three  or  four  men  can  lift  it  above  their  heads. 
Construction  is  rather  simple;  only  a  little  experience 
with  common  tools  is  required.  The  most  complicated 
job— forming  the  ridge  beam— is  easy  if  a  table  saw  with 
an  adjustable  table  or  blade  is  available  to  rip  the  board. 
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